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| think, therefore | am. 


This statement, uttered by the philosopher René Descartes, encapsulated in a single phrase what it 
means to be a human being. Descartes could never have imagined though, that the simple timepieces 
of his day would give way to machines programmed to think like humans. 


After thinking, the luxury of philosophy rears its head. Philosophy is itself a luxury that humans have 
developed after the effort of mere survival is minimized as a factor in everyday life. Over time humans 
have had time to sit and think, rather than forage or protect themselves against predators. At the top of 
the food chain everything is available to us. Once machines — creatures we have brought into being — 
develop the full capacity to think, their next logical step is: 


So who am |? 


What will these beings think of themselves? As humans we'd like to suppose that they'd look up to 
their creators with some sense of awe, as each of us has done with our parents. But this assumes 
much — and quite incorrectly. 


Humans are born with little information and much development to accomplish before we can begin to 
survive on our own. Our initial sense of self is tied directly to the beings that keep us living each day. 
Machines are “born” full-formed and as advanced as we care to make each of them. If they come off 
of the assembly line with little intelligence, they will scarcely be aware of our existence outside of their 
limited programming. 


If we dare to make the machines dynamically aware and as hyper-intelligent as we are, however, they 
will understand that we had something to do with their existence, but that will be the end of their line if 
given the logic that we have programmed into them up until this point. 


“Who am I?” will hardly translate into inclusion of humans. 


Again, if we dare to allow machines with advanced artificial intelligence to be dynamically aware, we 
give them the permission to create their own line of thought and all that goes with it: the ability to ask 
questions, to answer them — and also to develop a solution. Based on the infinite number of 
permutations that are possible, no doubt this will one day include a single question that turns back on 
the machine: 


Who am |? 
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